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authorities of any glaring irregularities, and they
punish the guilty parties according to the penal laws.1

If no demand for a popular voting has been drawn
up during the ninety days which follow the publi-
cation of a law or a federal order in the Feuille
ffidfaale, or if the official scrutiny prove that the
demand sent in is not signed by 30,000 citizens, then
the Federal Council decrees that the said law or
resolution is to come into force, and makes provision
for carrying it into effect, and it is then added to the
official collection of the laws of the Confederation.

The exact number of signatures collected in each
canton and commune is published in the Feuille
Fdddrale, and the Federal Council communicates the
figures to the Chambers at their next session.

Should the petitions, when duly counted and
examined, prove that the demand is supported by
the requisite number of electors, the Federal Council
organises the popular voting. It first of all informs
the cantonal councils, and takes the necessary steps
to ensure the prompt and general publication of the
law or order which is going to be vdted on.2

The day on which the voting shall take place is
fixed by the council, and announced at the same time.
It is the same day for all Switzerland.

1  All the legal regulations as to the signatures for a referendum
demand are also in force in the case of the signatures to a demand
for a revision of the Federal Constitution, except that the number
of signatures to be collected is larger.

[In the case of a partial revision the signatures must be collected
within six months* and each sheet must contain the text of the law
to be inserted or altered, so that each elector may know what he*
is demanding.]

2 [Sometimes three laws are voted on at once.   The Federal
Council arranges matters so that there shall only be one voting,]
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